
From the Pastor’s Desk . . . 

The Season of Advent – Nov. 29- Dec. 24, 2009 
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DECEMBER 

 

Saturday, 5th 
    Church Officer Training 
       @ 10:00 a.m.  
 
 

Tuesday, 8th 
    Presbyterian Women 
       @ 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Sunday, 13th 
    A Festival of Lessons 
       and Carols 
    Open House at the Manse 
       4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Sunday, 20th 
    Congregational Luncheon 
        and Visit from Santa  

    
 

Thursday, 24th 
   Christmas Eve Candlelight 
       Communion Service 
   Christmas Joy Offering 
 

 

 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
  Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

         James Moore, senior pastor of St. Luke's United 
Methodist Church in Houston tells a story about rushing 
through the airport once to catch a flight. He remembers 
seeing a young man wearing a T-shirt with these words on 
the front: "Been there! Done that! Got the T-shirt!" 
         Unfortunately, this is the way some people approach 
Christmas. They've been there before, and so they 
approach the season with a sense of boredom--maybe  
 

even a little dread--and a sense of anxious urgency like that expressed in a 
country song that was popular some years ago:  "If we make it through 
December." 

Some people see Christmas as the same old routine. They've been 
there, done that, got the T-shirt. They don't really expect anything new, 
different, or exciting to happen— just long lines, traffic jams, frayed nerves, 
and big bills to pay. 

With that in mind, think about the legend of the touchstone. It's a good 
Advent/Christmas parable for us. According to the legend, if you found the 
touchstone on the coast of the Black Sea and held it in your hand, everything 
you touched would turn to gold. You would recognize the touchstone by its 
warmth. The other stones would feel cold, but the touchstone would turn warm 
in your hand.  

Once a man sold everything he had, went to the Black Sea, and began 
picking up stones, hoping to find the touchstone. After some days passed, he 
realized he was picking up the same stones again and again. So he devised a 
plan: Pick up a stone; if it's cold, throw it into the sea. This he did for weeks 
and weeks.  

One morning he picked up a stone. It was cold, so he threw it into the 
sea. He picked up another. It too felt cold, so he threw it into the sea—and so 
on and so on. Then he picked up yet another stone. It turned warm in his 
hand; but before he realized what he was doing, he threw it into the sea! He 
had the touchstone in his hand, and he threw it away. So dulled by the routine, 
he didn't recognize its specialness. Absentmindedly, he tossed it aside. 
This can happen to us at Christmastime. If we are not careful, we can miss the 
uniqueness, the power, and the sacredness of the season; and before we 
even realize what we are doing, we throw it away, toss it aside. 

Christmas has so much to teach us. The purpose of Advent is to get us 
ready for the sacredness of Christmas so we can receive and celebrate the 
wonderful gifts Christ has for us.  

During this season of Advent, may we all be in a time of prayerful 
reflection on the lessons that Christmas may teach us, so Christmas can be for 
us this year what God meant it to be: the incredible gift of his amazing grace. 
Then, as Henry Van Dyke suggested, we can "keep Christmas" all year round.  

  Blessings,          Pastor Nancy 
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CHURCH OFFICER TRAINING 
December 5, 2009 @ 10 a.m. 

  Training will be held on December 5 and 6 for all Elders of the church.  This training is especially 
important for Elders currently serving on Session and those elected to serve in the class of 2012.  If 
you are an Elder not currently serving on the Session and would like to brush up on Presbyterian 
polity, forms or worship, or duties of the Elder, please feel free to attend.  
 
 Training will be held on Saturday from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. ×ÉÔÈ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÅÄȢ )Æ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÉÓÈ 
on Saturday, training will continue on Sunday from 2 P.M. to 4 P.M.  
 
Please call the church office by Wednesday, December 2 if you plan to attend.  
 

History of the Christmas Joy Offering  

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received during worship on December 24. 

 

Presbyterians have long celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ by giving generously to an Advent offering. The 

Christmas Joy Offering dates back to the 1930s when the former Presbyterian Church in the United States (PCUS) 

began an offering to supplement inadequate retirement income and provide supplemental medical insurance for 

former ministers, missionaries, church workers, and their families. It was first officially called the Joy Gift in 1949. 

 

In the former United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (UPCUSA), a Christmas offering was first 

taken in 1960. Called the White Gift, its funds were used for general mission and world relief. In 1964 the name was 

changed to the Christmas Offering, and receipts provided support for health and welfare concerns related to children. 

The emphasis on global work with children continued until 1973, when the offering was used to assist former servants 

of the church who were living on inadequate pensions. In 1974 racial ethnic education was added, and in 1979 nursing 

home care assistance was also included. Funds were distributed evenly between the Board of Pensions and racial 

ethnic education. 

 

In 1988 the PCUS and the UPCUSA offerings were joined into one offering, the Christmas Joy Gift. It was agreed 

that neither the Board of Pensions nor the racial ethnic schools would suffer in the merger of the Joy Gift and the 

Christmas Joy Offering, and in 1991 the 203
rd

 General Assembly changed the distribution of funds to 50 percent to the 

Board of Pensions and 50 percent to the Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

 
 

 Installation and Ordination of Officers Scheduled 

 

            The Class of 2012 will be ordained and installed during worship on January 17, 2010.  At a 

congregational meeting on October 11, 2009, Steve Dishman and Shannon Mortensen were elected to 

serve as elders and Bob Coble was elected to serve as trustee.  

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

 If you wish to order poinsettias in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact the church 

office before Monday, December 7.  We will decorate the sanctuary with your poinsettias and you 

may take them home after the Christmas Eve service.  The poinsettias are in a 6" pot and are 

expected to cost $6.99. 
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The Chrismon Tree 

 
                                       Our beautiful Christmas tree in the Narthex is adorned with chrismons.  Ever  
                        wonder what those symbols mean?  Below is an explanation of the chrismon.  
         A chrismon is one of a number of Christian symbols intended to represent aspects of the person, life or 
ministry of Jesus Christ and the life, ministry or history of the Christian Church through a single image, 
emblem or monogram.  The term "chrismon" comes from the Latin phrase "Christi Monogramma", meaning, 
"monogram of Christ".  By definition, the literal monogram of Christ, which are the Greek letters Χ ("chi") 
superimposed upon Ρ ("rho"), is the more commonly named Chi Rho or labarum, which is actually the name 
of an imperial standard, where the chi rho was employed.   
        Chrismons can be found in all sizes, any sort of construction, and are used in numerous applications. 
Often, the Ρ is formed to look like a shepherd's crook and the Χ like a cross, symbolizing Jesus Christ as 
Good Shepherd of his flock, the Christian Church.                                                        
         Perhaps most commonly, chrismons are used to adorn liturgical devices and Christmas Trees during 
Advent and Christmas, where they are made from various materials ranging from needlepoint to woodwork 
and metalwork or Styrofoam.  They can also be found as decorations in and outside of Christian church 
buildings and homes, and even found on gravestones and personal stationary.                                                    
     These are just some examples of the scores if not hundreds of common, historical chrismons: 
    Ship on open waters - represents the community of the Christian Church 
           Anchored Cross - a Christian cross shaped like an anchor, symbolizing the steadfast  
                 faithfulness of God 
           Pomegranate - the fruit is the Church and the seeds are its members 
           Seashell - (the water of) Baptism 
           Trefoil or Triquetros - a three-pointed knot symbolic of the Trinity 
           Star of David - Christ Jesus' heritage as a descendent of King David 
           Butterfly - the immortality of the soul 
           Phoenix - rebirth, resurrection and new life 
           Crown - Christ the King 
           Alpha and Omega - These Greek letters, Α and Ω respectively, together are a reference  to 
                Jesus Christ's self-description in Revelation 22:13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
                first and the last, the beginning and the end." Though they can be found on a chrismon 
                by themselves, they are often added to the Chi-Rho monogram. 
          King's Crown- shows royalty and power   
                                                                                       From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

   

 

 Year End Giving 
  

 The end of the year is the perfect time to make a charitable gift to the church. Truly, the blessings of the 
season are manifold and opportunities to give abound. Giving to the church is a special way of celebrating the 
season. It can also work to benefit you financially. When you give before December 31st, you may be able to 
take advantage of a number of tax benefits. Your gifts must reach the church or be postmarked on or before 
December 31st. 
  
 FPC has many gift options: (1) The General Operating Fund which supports FPC and its missions and 
ministries, (2) The Gustafson/Shurley Memorial Fund, (3) The J. A. Hernandez Christian Education Fund, (4) 
The Rev. T. A. Hardin Memorial Fund,  and (5) The Angel Fund.  
  
 Please contact the church office if you would like information about any of these funds. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Please join us as we pray for: 
 
Church Family Members: 
Ted Brook, LaWanda Butler, Ray Dabney, 
Elizabeth Gonzalez, Alice Gorman, Edie 
Huddleston, Errol Jonsson, Terri Rambi, Mary 
Lee Reynolds, June Richardson, Jackie 
Rutherford, Muryle Shurley, and Garry Smith 
 
Friends and Loved Ones: 
Robert Driskoll, friend of Bob Coble 
Lee Dubose, aunt of  Ray Dabney  
Phillip Gorman, son of Alice Gorman  
Alice Hunnicutt 
James Loch, grandfather of Bryan & Brittany Loch 
Jacqueline McClure, daughter of Mary Lee Reynolds 
Laura Sasser, daughter-in-law of Augusta Matthews 
Deborah Schafer, friend of Jackie Rutherford 
Haley Shurley, student of Shannon Mortensen 
Natalie Speer, niece of Edmond Speer  
Lydia Hernandez Trickey, Elizabeth Gonzalez' sister 
W. J. Vaughn 
Steve Wilson, former interim pastor at FPC Uvalde 
 
Family and Loved Ones in the Military: 
Will Dabney, son of Ray & Laura Dabney   
Brandon Davis, great-nephew of Edmond & Kittie Speer  
Derek Elrod, grandson of Dayse Elrod 
Tyler Hamiter, nephew of Edmond & Kittie Speer 
Will Jaegli, son of Glen & LuAnn Jaegli 
Kevin Wimberley, grandson of Charles & Penny 
Wimberley 
 
Family & Friends who have joined the Church     
Triumphant:   
Ed Taylor   11/12/09 

 
When you or someone you care about needs 
prayers during difficult or challenging times, please 
call the church office for inclusion on all Prayer 
Concerns lists. 
 

 

  

  

A Festival of Lessons 
 and Carols 

 
      On December 13 during our regular 
hour of worship, we will celebrate A 
Festival of Lessons and Carols.  
      This is a service of celebration and 
worship, which was begun in England in 
the late 19th century. In 1918, the then-new 
dean of King's Chapel, 34-year-old Eric 
Milner-White, wanted to try something 
innovative and beyond the standard liturgy 
of the Church of England. So, he wove 
together scripture and song, called on 
readers of various ages from school and 
town, and made up this truly magical 
progression that carries us from prophecy 
to fulfillment, from Old Testament 
foretelling to a birthday celebration. It has 
been adopted and adapted by various 
congregations, and due to the primacy of 
Scripture and song, has become a 
meaningful part of Advent and Christmas 
celebrations throughout Christendom.  

 

 

Christmas Open House 
at the Manse 

 
Pastor Nancy and Bob would like to invite all 
their church family to their home on Sunday, 
December 13, from 4 to 6 p.m. for a come and 
go Open House. 
 
Come join in fellowship and   
enjoy some yummy Christmas treats. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
                                                                                                 

 

 

 sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve.  

We hope every family will make plans to 

attend this very special and meaningful 

service. 

 

A Candlelight Communion 

Service will be held in the  



 

To save the church printing and postage costs, please consider receiving your newsletter by email.   
Send your email address to fpcunews@gmail.com 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Uvalde met on November 24 for their stated November-

December meeting. Pastor Nancy opened the meeting by lighting the Christ candle, sharing of prayer concerns and a 

reading from Acts 4. Thanks were given to the Elders completing their term for all their hard work. Those elders are 

Cheryl Renfro, Bob Coble, and Edie Huddleston.  

 Treasurer Kelly Lindenborn gave the Treasurerôs report stating that the giving exceeded the expenses during 

the month of November, and that we hope to finish out the year in the black.  

 Ray Dabney reported for the Worship/CE/Membership/Congregational Care and Nurture Committee. The 

committee recommended several names to be moved to the inactive roll of the church register and some names to be 

deleted as well. Session members have been contacting or trying to locate these people upon whom action will be 

taken. The Rev. Forrest Fitzhugh was approved to preach in worship on December 27, 2009. Ray also reported that a 

new church fellowship is now meeting in our Fellowship Hall on Sunday evenings. Pastor Eddy Nava leads this group 

of new believers as they begin their faith journey.  

 Kelly Lindenborn reported for the Buildings and Grounds/Personnel and Budget and Finance Committee. 

Christmas bonuses were approved for church staff and it was decided that the staff would have performance 

evaluations annually, beginning in January.  

 Pastor Nancy reported that the Session needs to write new bylaws for the church in order to begin the process 

of incorporating. A sub-committee was formed and will report back to the Session in January.  

 The Session approved a change in their regular stated meeting dates. Beginning in January, the Session will 

meet on the 3
rd

 Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.  

 Elders volunteered to moderate our new committees. The moderators of the new committees are: Ray 

Dabney-Buildings and Grounds, Augusta Matthews-Christian Education and Worship, Ken  Rutherford-

Congregational Care, Ben Elrod-Fellowship, Kelly Lindenborn-Budget and Finance, and Michael Robinson-

Evangelism and Outreach.  

 Pastor Nancy gave an offertory prayer for the work of the committees. The Session then joined together in 

singing the Doxology and Elder Bob Coble gave the closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned with a benediction.  
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

    Income: 
    Month of October:    $10,305.50 
    Year to Date:          $84,807.65 
    Expenses: 
    Month of October:  $11,073.61 
    Year to Date:          $99,447.39 
 
 
Should you have questions concerning the finances of the church, please contact 
Treasurer, Kelly Lindenborn, or Bookkeeper, Nita Alderson. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 

 The Staff wishes you a Merry Christmas 

and Good Health and Happiness in the New Year!  

The church office will close Thursday, December 

24, and  reopen on Monday, January 4. 

 

 

DECEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Kelly  Lindenborn  

(by Mary Gallagher) 

 Kelly Lindenborn was born in 
Denton, Texas, but grew up in Kerrville.  
She has an older brother, Clint, and a 
younger sister, Christy.   
 Kelly achieved a BS in Science at the 
University of Houston in 1986, studying 
geophysics.  She has been self-employed 
since 1989, with her own businesses in 
the oil and gas industry, restaurant 
industry, and various other entrepre-
neurial pursuits. 
 Marriage to Don Lindenborn 
brought Kelly to the area.  They will be 
married three years last November.  She 
has lots of extended family members by 
marriage.  Both her parents are living. 
 Kelly is an Elder of the Church and 
is serving on the Session until 2011.  She 
is also the Treasurer of FPC Uvalde 
through the end of 2010, is on the General 
Council of Mission Presbytery, and takes 
part in Presbyterian Women. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(by Mary Gallagher) 

 

 Every Sunday  at 9 am our church 

holds a worship service at Amistad 

Nursing Home.  It is similar to  our own 

worship service.  Thanks to Mark Black,  

Muryle Shurley, Dayse  Elrod , Mary 

Gallagher, Mike Huddleston, Ray & 

Laura Dabney, and Steve, Lindy & 

Kennan Dishman  for their volunteer 

efforts.   

 Volunteers arrive at approximately 

8:30 to gather people by pushing wheel-

chairs or directing residents to the 

service.  We all get to visit a bit before 

and after service and the residents look 

forward to seeing us.  It is a heart-

warming experience for all.  Your help 

would be greatly appreciated.  Please 

stop by! 

 

 

 

Steve, Lindy & Kennon Dishman, Mike 

Huddleston,  Ray & Laura Dabney 
 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

The Staff wishes you a Merry Christmas 

and Good Health and Happiness in the New 

Year!  The church office will close on 

Thursday, December 24
th

 and reopen on 

Monday, January 4
th

. 
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

Impressions of Steve Dishman 
(by Mary Gallagher) 

  
 Criminal Justice Sunday was on September 20.  People receiving help at the Community 
Corrections Facility were invited to our church to worship, attend Bible Study, and enjoy a 
luncheon.  Steve Dishman informed me that the people chosen have earned the privilege by 
staying out of trouble and attending religious services.  One young man shared his story.  Steve 
said he volunteered a few days after being asked.   He has done well in other settings.   He is the 
son of a preacher who will be furloughed soon.  Let’s keep this young man and the others in our 
prayers. The men were nervous at first, but gradually were at ease.  Many of the men introduced 
themselves and struck up conversations.   They thoroughly enjoyed the food.  Thank you to all 
who contributed.  Steve explained that these men have felt like a subset of society and are 
appreciative of exposure to normal people and activities.  Many have expressed a desire to come 
back and it has been suggested to attend while on furlough.  Perhaps we will get new church 
members from people exposed to your kindness. 

 

Pledge Update 
 

 We are well on our way to meeting our budget goal of $130,548 for 2010. As of Monday, 

November 23, twenty-four pledges have been turned in totaling $87,180, which is 67% of the 

budget. Thanks to all of you that have made your commitment to Godôs church. Itôs not too late to 

turn in a pledge card, if you have not already done so. You may place your pledge card in the 

offering plate on Sunday or drop it by or mail it to the church office.  

 Through your gifts to Godôs church many wonderful things can happen in the name of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
 

 

Congratulations to Terri Rambie!  

Terri serves as the Uvalde High School 

Tennis Coach and was recently selected the 

Class AAAA 2009 Coach of the Year by the 

Texas Tennis Coaches Association. She will 

be honored in New Braunfels during the State 

Convention December 4-6. Way to go, 

Coach! 

 
 

 

    PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 
The morning and evening groups 
will  meet together for a covered dish 
dinner on Tuesday, December 8.  
Come join us at 6:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor. 
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Highlights from the Annual Congregational Meeting  ï November 1, 2009  
 

     The congregation, after enjoying a covered dish lunch, met for the annual meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday November 1, 2009.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive 
reports from various committees and the pastor.  The Moderator, Rev. Nancy Willet, opened the 
meeting with prayer. 
 
     The meeting began with different groups and committees in the church giving their annual 
report. As co-moderator of the Presbyterian Women, Alice Gorman reported on the missions, 
bible study, and gifts of the womenôs circles. Julie Thomas and Michael Robinson, serving as 
interim music directors for the church, shared the plans for the upcoming Advent season, 
encouraging everyone to participate. Edie Huddleston, chairman of the current Building 
&Grounds/Personnel/Budget & Finance committee explained the work of this committee and 
reported on the many things accomplished this year. Augusta Matthews, chairman of the 
Worship/Christian Education/Membership/Congregational Care committee discussed the 
activities initiated by this committee each year. Laura Dabney gave a short report on the Youth 
Connection. Presbytery sponsored retreats continue to be the highlight of the year for our youth. 
 
     As Clerk of the Session, Laura also reported on the membership of the congregation.  Since 
the 2008 annual congregational meeting we have welcomed three new members, fulfilled three 
member transfer requests, baptized 3 infants, and celebrated a witness to the resurrection in the 
life of Ethel Hawkins following her death. The Active Membership is currently 89.  The Session 
is in the process of updating the membership rolls.  
 
      Pastor Nancy shared a summary of her activities for the past 5 months.  A few of the things 
she reported on were that she visited with 37 families, 54 individuals, at the manse during 
evening small group gatherings and celebrates the Lordôs Supper at Amistad Nursing Home and 
The Arbors Assisted Living center. Pastor Nancy also reported how the Pastorôs Discretionary 
Fund has been utilized this year. The Fund has given $2019.53.  The breakdown of giving was 
$100 to Project Graduation, $1000 to The Cancer Treatment Center campaign, and $919.53 to 
local needy families. Pastor Nancy then introduced new committee structure for the 
congregation.  Committees will include: Building and Grounds, Christian Education and 
Worship, Congregational Care, Fellowship, Budget and Finance, and Evangelism and Outreach. 
Each committee will be chaired by a ruling elder.  Members of the congregation are asked to 
sign up to be active with one of the committees. 
   
     Kelly Lindenborn, treasurer, gave a report on the financial state of the church.  The present 
2010 Budget was presented.  The budget for 2010 is $130,548. A time for discussion and 
questions followed.  Barbara Abbott was recognized for her past service as treasurer.  
  
     Diana Meyer, Alice Gorman, and Mary Gallagher were elected to serve on the 2010 
Congregational Nominating Committee as members-at-large.  
 
     With the conclusion of business, the meeting was adjourned.  Following the meeting, a 
memorial for the passing of Ethyl Hawkins was celebrated by spoken remembrances and song.  
Rev. Willet closed the memorial with prayer.  
 


