
FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK . . . 
 

November is stewardship month in our church. It is a time when we 

not only think about the church budget, and our giving to the church, but a 

time to celebrate the extreme abundance of what God has given us. FPC 

Uvalde has been blessed in so many ways, they are hard to count—from our 

beautiful church facility to the warmth and familial congregation we all love.  

I have been visiting the Office of Stewardship page on the PCUSA 

website (www.pcusa.org) lately reading about different forms, ―strategies,‖ 

and theories about stewardship. I would like to share with you some of the 

tidbits about stewardship that I have gleaned. As you begin thinking how you 

will support the church next year, I invite you to ponder over these ideas 

below. These points come from an article titled ―Things to Think About 

When You Think About Money in the Church.‖  

1.  It’s not the money. Many church leaders, when there are financial 

problems in the church, tend to do one of two things: a) cut spending, 

or b) try to make folks feel guilty about giving. It‘s not the money! If 

church leaders focus on budget and fundraising, the congregation will 

never ―get it.‖ What do you think ―it‖ is?  

2.  It takes time. You‘ve got to think long-term. This is a matter of 

spiritual growth. Sure, there‘s a budget. But what‘s really important?  

3.  Your congregation has all the money it needs. Yes, most of it is 

still in the people‘s pockets (and yours, too). But the best way to 

promote generous giving is to celebrate God‘s generosity, invite 

people‘s grateful response, and point out the great stuff that happens 

when people give.  

4.  People don’t give money because the church has needs. At least, 

that is the motivator for fewer and fewer givers. People give money 

when they see that the church meets needs. This is really a 

restatement of #3.  

5.  There’s a difference between stewardship and fundraising. It‘s a 

huge difference – yet the two are intimately linked. Fundraising is 

about the institution; there‘s nothing wrong with that. But stewardship 

is ―everything I do after I say ‗I believe,‘‖* a grateful response to 

God‘s generosity. When you think about money in the church, you 

need to keep both in mind – not concentrate on one at the expense of 

the other. ―Stewardship‖ is not a gimmick for fundraising. (*John 

Westerhoff)  

6.  You don’t need to apologize for fundraising. Fundraising provides 

support for the ministries of the church. Be mindful of the link 

between stewardship and fundraising, but don‘t confuse the two.  
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Sunday,1st 
   Sacrament of Communion    
   Annual Congregational  
       Meeting & Luncheon 
 

Tuesday, 10th 
    Presbyterian Women 
      Bible Study 
    

Sunday, 22nd 
   Pledge Sunday 
    Hand Bells in Worship 
    Hanging of the Greens -  
       Chili Luncheon 
 

Sunday, 29th 
   First Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Mondays, 5:30 p.m. 
  Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
  Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
 
 
 

The Church office will 
be closed November 
26-27 for Thanksgiving 
Holiday. 
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK . . . continued 

 

7.  There’s no conceivable limit to the amount of money your church could spend, responsibly and 

faithfully. Until every hungry person is fed … will there ever be enough? In that context, what 

might be wrong with ―goal thermometers‖ and even line-item budgets?  

8.  The church is different. Christ‘s church has a legitimate claim on us that is different than any other 

outfit on the planet. The church shouldn‘t have to line up with all the other worthy causes out there, 

and prove that it‘s more worthy, or more needy, than the others. This audacious claim has a lot to do 

with what we believe about God, and why the church exists.  

9.  Giving is spiritually healthy. Asking people to give as a way of saying ―thank you‖ to God while 

supporting the ministries of the church is not to exploit donors but to help them to grow in their 

relationship with God. Financial stewardship is a form of discipleship.  

10.  The math is different. If we start thinking about giving as primarily a spiritual matter, it not only 

influences why givers give; it helps them determine how much. If we‘re not asked to give our ―fair 

share to meet the needs of the church,‖ but to respond to a generous God, the math is a lot different! 

Many givers have learned that the church budget is irrelevant in their giving decisions; they go for 

joy and generosity, not dues-paying.  

11.  If you think of giving as a way to say “Thank You” to God, you don’t hesitate to invite visitors 

and newcomers to give. You‘re not asking them to start paying dues; you‘re inviting them to join 

you in giving thanks. Of course, it‘s voluntary. This isn‘t a matter of coercion, guilt, or obligation; 

it‘s a matter of joy and growth.  

12.  The offering can be the most profoundly spiritual act in the entire time of worship. This is not a 

materialistic interruption, but an opportunity to express that we really mean it when we say we love 

God. Think about what is said and done at the time of the offering to reinforce the idea that 

stewardship is discipleship.  

13.  The church is more than one congregation. Your congregation is part of a larger church, across 

the region, the country, and the world. When the session, pastor, and congregation consider mission 

giving beyond the congregation, some of these same principles apply: thanksgiving, gladness, and 

the enabling of ministry.  

Thanks to Marilie Blanchard, Karl Travis, Jan DeVries, Bob Sheldon, and Dick Craft 

for many of the ideas that show up in this paper 

Blessings,  

Pastor Nancy 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2009 

 
                     The annual congregational meeting will be held during a covered dish 
luncheon immediately following worship on Sunday, November 1.  Bring your favorite 
covered dishes and join us for a presentation of the 2010 budget, announcement of a 
new committee structure and how you can sign up to participate, reports from the 
current committees and church groups,  and a brief memorial service for Ethel 
Hawkins. 
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NEW COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 
 

Elders at the stated September Session meeting approved the implementation of a new committee 
structure in our church. Currently, there are two committees, filled by Elders serving on the Session 
that conduct and oversee all the work of the church.  The new committee structure will have six 
committees and any interested members or active friends of the church may sit on a committee. The 
committees will be moderated by an active Elder and comprised of an additional 3-8 members. The 
new committees are: 
    1.  Worship and Christian Education 
    2.  Budget and Stewardship and Personnel 
    3.  Buildings and Grounds 
    4.  Congregational Care 
    5.  Mission and Outreach 
    6.  Fellowship 
 
Details of the new committees will be available at the Annual Congregational Meeting on November 
1, 2009. You will also have the opportunity to sign up for a committee on that day.  
 
We each have special gifts that God has given to us—gifts that enable the church to truly be the 
Body of Christ. Without your help and input into the work of the church, we, as a congregation are 
not being all that we can be. I urge each of you to pray about where God is leading you to serve in 
His Church 

 

Advent Begins November 29 
 

          God became human. Seldom do we stop to think of the meaning of 
these three words, but they should create in us a sense of awe. The infinite Creator 
of the universe came to be with us as a little child! It’s awe-inspiring! C.S. Lewis held 
the Incarnation so high in his estimation that he called it “the Grand Miracle.”  

Advent is the time in our liturgical year for quiet hope and preparation. It is also 
the time in our natural year when the hours of darkness are greatest for those of us 
in the Northern Hemisphere.  

There is a wonderful symbolism here: the winter solstice, when the sun’s hours 
begin to gradually increase, comes just before Christmas. Advent ends at Christmas, 
when we celebrate the gift of God’s Son to us. Jesus is the Light of the World. 
Darkness into light is the essence of Advent (Dr. Joel Heck and Anne Neuberger). 

In preparation for Christ’s birth the church sanctuary will be decorated on 
November 22 by the Hanging of the Greens. A family will light the first candle on the 
Advent wreath on November 29, as well as each consecutive Sunday until the Christ 
candle will be lit on Christmas Eve.  
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Please join us as we pray for: 
 
Church Family Members: 
Ted Brook, LaWanda Butler, Ray Dabney, 
Elizabeth Gonzalez, Edie Huddleston, Errol 
Jonsson, Gus Neutze, Mary Lee Reynolds, June 
Richardson, Jackie Rutherford, Muryle Shurley, 
Garry Smith, and Ed Taylor 
 
Friends and Loved Ones: 
Robert Driskoll, friend of Bob Coble 
Lee Dubose, aunt of  Ray Dabney  
Phillip Gorman, son of Alice Gorman  
Alice Hunnicutt 
James Loch, grandfather of Bryan & Brittany Loch 
Jacqueline McClure, daughter of Mary Lee Reynolds 
The Family of Trent Phipps  
Laura Sasser, daughter-in-law of Augusta Matthews 
Deborah Schafer, friend of Jackie Rutherford  
Natalie Speer, niece of Edmond Speer  
Lydia Hernandez Trickey, Elizabeth Gonzalez' sister 
Steve Wilson, former interim pastor at FPC Uvalde 
 
Family and Loved Ones in the Military: 
Will Dabney, son of Ray & Laura Dabney   
Brandon Davis, great-nephew of Edmond & Kittie Speer  
Derek Elrod, grandson of Dayse Elrod 
Tyler Hamiter, nephew of Edmond & Kittie Speer 
Jeremy Hedrington, nephew of Jeff Mortensen 
 Will Jaegli, son of Glen & LuAnn Jaegli 
Kevin Wimberley, grandson of Charles & Penny 
Wimberley 

 
When you or someone you care about needs 
prayers during difficult or challenging times, please 
call the church office for inclusion on all Prayer 
Concerns lists. 
 

   

  

Let's stay in touch... 

 
Martha Ortega wrote to inquire about 
FPC Uvalde and to "say hello to the 
people in the church."  She reported 
that her church, El Principe de Paz 
Presbyterian, Mercedes, Texas, 
recently hosted a Convention of all 
Presbyterian Churches in the Rio 
Grande Valley.   Her e-mail address 
is:  bpmom@att.net and she would 
love to hear from you 
 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

      The congregation will 
gather after worship on 

November 22, the Sunday 
before Advent, to decorate 
the church. Come and pitch 
in at this fun and informal 
gathering as we prepare for 
an expectant and meaningful 
season in the church. A chili 
lunch will be served.   
 

 

http://us.mc1800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bpmom@att.net
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Session met on October 27, 2009 at its regular stated meeting. Pastor Nancy opened the 
meeting by lighting the Christ candle and sharing concerns and joys, followed by a prayer. The 
Session continued its study of the Book of Acts with a reading from Chapter 3 and a brief 
discussion.  

Laura Dabney, Clerk of Session, read, with regret, a letter of resignation from Barbara Abbott as 
Church Treasurer. The Session expressed gratitude for Barbara’s time of service and hard 
work.  Kelley Lindenborn was nominated and elected as the new Church Treasurer to complete 
this year and to serve for 2010.  

Michael Robinson reported for the Worship and CE Committee reporting that a new Sunday 
School class for younger adults will begin in January. The class will be using an online 
curriculum that looks at current events in the news through the lens of Scripture. Church Officer 
Training will be held this year on December 5 and 6. All Session members are encouraged to 
attend. The Session also approved a Service of Lessons and Carols to be held during the 
worship hour on December 13.  

Kelly Lindenborn reported for the Budget and Buildings and Grounds Committee. The Session 
approved a new investment strategy for funds from the Gustafson Shirley account and a 
Certificate of Deposit that had come due. Treasurer Kelly Lindenborn then presented the 
proposed budget for 2010 to the Session. The budget was approved and will be presented to the 
congregation at the Annual Congregational Meeting and Luncheon held November 1, 2009.  

Pastor Nancy reported on the Mission Presbytery meeting held October 23 and 24 in Austin. The 
most exciting news for our congregation is that one of our own Elders; Ray Dabney will be 
attending General Assembly this year in Minneapolis in July as a Commissioner.  

The Pastor received a request from Eddy Nava to hold worship services in our Fellowship Hall 
on Sunday evenings for a new church he is starting. The small congregation is affiliated with the 
Life Center in San Antonio. They are a non-denominational congregation of around 10-20 
persons, the majority of whom are new Christians. The Session approved the request. 

Pastor Nancy gave an offertory prayer for all the hard work of the committees and the Session, 
followed by the Session singing the Doxology. Elder Ben Elrod closed the meeting with prayer 
and Pastor Nancy gave the Benediction.  

 

 Pearls excerpted from God is Closer than You Think : A mystic is anyone who believes that when you talk  

to God, God talks back.                                                                 Frank Laubach  
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

    Income: 
    Month of September:  $  9,210.47 
    Year to Date:          $74,502.15 
 
    Expenses: 
    Month of September : $  9,834.66 
    Year to Date:          $88,373.78 
 
 

Should you have questions concerning the finances of the church, please contact 
Treasurer, Kelly Lindenborn, or Bookkeeper, Nita Alderson. 

 

 

 

 

 
 A LESSON FROM THE GEESE 

  
 1.  As each bird flaps its wings, it creates uplift for the bird following.  By flying in a "V" formation, the whole flock 

adds 71% to the flying range than if each bird flew alone.  

  * Lesson:  People who share a common direction and sense of community can get where they are going quicker 

and easier when they are traveling on the thrust of one another. 
 
 2. Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to fly alone, and 

quickly gets back in formation to take advantage of the "lifting power" of the bird immediately in front.  

  *Lesson:  If we have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in formation with those who are headed where we 

want to go. 
 
 3. When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back into the formation and another goose flies at point position.  

   *Lesson:  It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and sharing leadership -- interdependent with each other. 

 
 4. The geese in formation honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their speed. 

   *Lesson:  We need to be sure our honking from behind is encouraging, not something less helpful. 

 
 5. When a goose gets sick or wounded, two geese drop out of formation and follow him down to help and protect it.  

They stay with it until it is either able to fly again or dies.  Then they launch out on their own, with another 
formation, or catch up with the flock.  

   *Lesson:  If we have as much sense as the geese, we'll stand by each other like that. 

 
- Author and Source Unknown 

To save the church printing and postage costs, please consider receiving your newsletter by email.   
Send your email address to fpcunews@gmail.com 
 

   


