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4 Tuesday, 12th

5  PW Morning Circle
@ 10:30 a.m.

PW L.O.V.E. Circle
@ 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, 17th

Installation of Church
Officers

i Monday, 18th
Bell Choir Rehearsal
@ 5:30 p.m.

{ Tuesday, 19th
i Elder Training

@ 5:30 p.m.
Session Meeting

@ 6:30 p.m.

| Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir Rehearsals
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR

After the all too busy holiday season, | always look forward to
the New Year. With the turning of the calendar comes a sense of new
beginnings, which is one of the hallmarks of the Christian faith.

I've never been one to make my own, or suggest making New
Year resolutions, because they usually aren't kept anyway. But | would
like to encourage all of us to take time for inner renewal. Henri
Nouwen reminds us that ’time given to inner renewal is never wasted."
In fact it is the fuel for the journey, and more importantly, it is the
discipline that helps shape the fabric of our being. Let us also reflect
upon what we can do, individually and together, to make First
Presbyterian Church the family of faith that God is calling us to be and
become!

There are several important events happening in our church this
month. Sunday, January 10, is Baptism of the Lord Sunday, and we
will be participating in a Congregational Renewal of our Baptismal
Vows. We have been reminded of our baptism every Sunday at the
beginning of worship as water is poured into the font. This special
liturgy in our worship service will be a time for all those baptized to
renew the vows that were either taken for them as infants or that you
made as an adult at your baptism. If you have not been baptized, and
wish to receive this sacrament, please contact me.

On Sunday, January 17, we will be installing our incoming
elders for the Class of 2012. There will be a Called Session Meeting
in the parlor that morning at 10:00 to examine our incoming elders.
The new elders for the Class of 2012 are Shannon Mortensen, Susie
Stone, and Steve Dishman.

| ask for your prayers for the continued good work of this
church during this new year. May each of you have a safe, healthy, and
happy new year.

Blessings,
Pastor Nancy
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g@@ JULIE THOMAS TO SERVE AS CHOIR DIRECTOR
Gy
NEA As most of you know, Julie Thomas has been serving as our Interim Choir Director

for the last several months. Julie has agreed to fill the part-time position of Music Director at First
Presbyterian Church. Julie will not only be in charge of selecting music for the Chancel Choir and
their rehearsals, but assuring we have accompanists for worship each Sunday as well.

Please welcome Julie as our new Music Director. We are pleased to have her on staff.

The morning group will meet at 10:30 a.m. and the evening
group at 6:00 p.m. in the church parlor on Tuesday, January ° s :

12. All women of the church are invited. Choose the time

that works best for you and join the group for study and ==
fellowship. PRESEYTERIAN
WOMEN

: MANSE CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE I
I Impressions of Mary Gallagher .

. On December 13", Pastor Nancy and Bob Willet graciously opened their home, the Manse, to
: churchgoers for a Christmas get together. It was well attended. It was the best of both worlds for

- football fans, such as Mary Gallagher, as the game was on muted and Christmas music was playing.

' There were treats galore, eggnog, and hot apple cider. But the most puzzling thing to Mary were the '
I' tamales wrapped in corn husks. Not originally from the area, this was a foreign food to her. She put I
I some on her plate and attempted unsuccessfully to cut them. Then she tried to pick it up and bite it, tono ,
1 avail. Mary did a little better sucking out the meat. When she glanced at Bernie Dishman, she

; discovered that you unwrap the tamale. Later she found out it was wrapped in a corn husk. It was

- delicious once she figured out how to eat it. Mary really enjoyed the fellowship and would like to thank
' Bob and Nancy. !

Many of you may remember the Rev. Steve Wilson as interim at FPC. This note was received from Presbytery
regarding him and his wife:

Rev. Steve Wilson HR - Steve has mild dementia and is being transferred to a controlled facility. His wife Barbara
has had to move in with her mother and daughter and is very lonely and would appreciate contact with her friends
and acquaintances.

Barbara’s mailing address:

Barbara Wilson

1803 San Angelo

San Antonio, TX 78201
210 289 2765
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“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl footbhall game, help us be
mi ndf ul of those who are wi

As National Football League playoff teams clash for the right to advance to the Super Bowl, participants in another

big game will be teaming up next month to fight hunger and poverty.
But the players in this match-up, the annual Souper Bowl of Caring, won’t need helmets.

On Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 7, volunteers, mostly young people armed with soup pots, will be collecting canned goods and

dollars at churches, businesses and Super Bowl parties for the annual Souper Bowl of Caring.

money for the poor and ill-nourished.

The program has raised $33 million for charities like food banks and soup kitchens since its inception in 1990. Organizers

hope this year to get 17,000 congregations from a variety of faith groups involved and raise $8 million.

“This God-given idea that began with one church youth group is transforming Super Bowl Sunday into the largest youth-led
day of giving and serving in our country,” said the Rev. Brad Smith, a Presbyterian minister who founded the Souper Bowl of

Caring and serves as its executive director.

Last year, 11,928 churches along with schools and other groups raised $5 million in all 50 states. That total was up from $4

million in 2005.

Our youth will be at the doors after worship to collect your donations of either money or the non-perishable food we use in

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i The Presbyterian-founded, youth-oriented anti-hunger campaign takes advantage of the NFL championship game to raise
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New Young Adult Sunday School Class
Begins January 10, 2010

A new Young Adult Sunday School class will begin Sunday, January 10. The class will meet from 10 to 10:45 a.m. in the
Chapel. If you were unaware that we have a chapel, it is located in the South-west corner of the building, next to the Choir
Room.

The class will be using The Wired Wordcurriculum. These are Internet based studies that take current events in the news
and apply Scripture to the situation. This will be a discussion-based class.

There are no age parameters in the class. It is for all our young adults and those that feel young at heart. If you have been
away from Sunday School for a while, this is the perfect opportunity to get started again. Plan on attending this new and
exciting class this year!



http://www.souperbowl.org/
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Prayer Concerns

Please join us as we pray for:

Church Family Members:

Ted Brook, Ray Dabney, Elizabeth Gonzalez,
Alice Gorman, Edie Huddleston, Errol
Jonsson, Terri Rambi, Cheryl Renfro, Jackie
Rutherford, Muryle Shurley, and Garry Smith

Friends and Loved Ones:

Pam Angermiller, friend of Lindy Dishman

Family of Maria del Rosario Arce, friend of Ben
Elrod

Robert Driskoll, friend of Bob Coble

Lee Dubose, aunt of Ray Dabney

Marty Glen, Rutherford's son-in-law's boss

Gary and Cindy Hogman

Alice Hunnicutt

James Loch, grandfather of Bryan & Brittany Loch
Laura Sasser, daughter-in-law of Augusta Matthews
Deborah Schafer, friend of Jackie Rutherford

Haley Shurley, student of Shannon Mortensen
Natalie Speer, niece of Edmond Speer

Lydia Hernandez Trickey, Elizabeth Gonzalez' sister
W. J. Vaughn

John Wilson, Tim Wilson's son

Steve Wilson, former interim pastor at FPC Uvalde

Family and Loved Ones in the Military:

Will Dabney, son of Ray & Laura Dabney
Brandon Davis, great-nephew of Edmond & Kittie
Speer

Derek Elrod, grandson of Dayse Elrod

Tyler Hamiter, nephew of Edmond & Kittie Speer
Will Jaegli, son of Glen & LuAnn Jaegli

Kevin Wimberley, grandson of Charles & Penny
Wimberley

When you or someone you care about needs
prayers during difficult or challenging times,
please call the church office for inclusion on all
Prayer Concerns lists.

January SPOTLIGHT

Ted Brook
(by Mary Gallagher)

Ted Brook was born on April 19, 1926 in
San Antonio. In 1948 he received a BS from
Trinity University. An MS from Kansas
followed in 1950. Ted earned a PhD from
Mississippi in 1966.

Ted served in the US Army from June 20,
1944 to May 31, 1946 during WWII.

Ted Brook was employed by Texas A&M
from 1950-1954. During 1955-1956 he was
involved with Business and Communication.

Ted was employed at Mississippi State
College from 1956-1984. He was involved
with Missouri State University’s USAID
contract from 1970-1972.

Ted Brook married Rose Bush on August
28, 1948. Their son Stephens was born on
December 6, 1949 and their daughter
Stephanie was born on June 9, 1954. They
now have one grandson, two granddaughters
and four great-grandchildren.

When Ted was ready to retire in1984 , he
and Rose looked for houses within an eighty
mile radius of San Antonio. They found a
house they liked in Uvalde and have been
here ever since.

Ted and Rose attended a Presbyterian
Church in San Antonio. They looked at
several churches before deciding our church
was a keeper. Ted taught Sunday School here
for 22 years and is now a very knowledgeable
member of Bible Study. We’re so glad you
decided to come here, Ted Brook!

HAPPY Ngw yel
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CHURCH FINANCES

Income Expenses
Month of November: $ 14,602.23 $ 8,940.53
Year to Date $ 99,409.88 $108,387,92

PLEDGE UPDATE

As of Monday, December 7, twenty-six pledges have been received totaling $97,444.
This is 75% of our budget of $130,548. Way to go! These figures are way above last year.
Last year, the church received 19 pledges totaling $58,995 the entire year.

Thank you for your pledge of support. If you have not turned in your pledge card yet,
you may drop it in the offering plate on Sunday morning during worship or mail it to the
church office.

Should you have any questions concerning the finances of the church, please contact
Treasurer Kelly Lindenborn or Bookkeeper Nita Alderson.

COMBINED PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY

Impressions of Bernie Dishman
(by Mary Gallagher)

On Tuesday evening, December 8, both the morning and evening groups of Presbyterian Women
got together. Everyone brought soup or salad. Bernie Dishman brought deviled eggs and stuffed celery.
Bernie particularly liked the soup Kelly brought. It contained hominy and had a southwestern flavor.

We have been studying Joshua. Nancy led the lesson. Bernie has been enjoying the choice of
lessons.

Bernie enjoyed the fellowship. If you would like to come to Presbyterian Women, we meet the
first Tuesday of each month. You may choose between 10:30 a.m. or 6 p.m., whichever is more
convenient. We would love to have you.

To save the church printing and postage costs, please consider receiving your newsletter by email.
Send your email address to fpcunews@gmail.com
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POINSETTIAS
The Poinsettias were given by:

Mike and Karen Huddleston in honor and
thanksgiving for Dusty and Edie Huddleston
and their children, Annie and Scott Seiler
and Ben Huddleston

Ray and Laura Dabney in memory of Al
Dishman and John and Charlotte Smylie

Bob and Nancy Willet in memory of Joan
Pel ton, Nancy©©os
Bobds mother and in
Danny, Carol, and Keith

Jack and Susie Stone in memory of Minnie
Echols, in memory of our parents and
grandparents and in honor and thanksgiving
for our children and grandchildren

Terri Rambie in honor of her parents,
Whitney, Barrett , her family and church
family

Mark Black in memory of Ethel Hawkins, Ed
Taylor, and Sandra and Wayne Coleman

Steve and Lindy Dishman in memory of Al
Dishman and Dardus Elrod

Sarah and Fay Valentine in memory of
Charles William Valentine, Sr., and Susan
Valentine McMullan
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WORSHIP THIS MONTH

To prepare yourselves for a meaningful worship
experience, the scriptural texts and themes for each
Sunday are listed below. Please read these texts the
week before they are presented in worship so you can
have a deeper understanding of how God will be
speaking to your heart during worship.

January 3, 20106 Epiphany Sunday
Texts: Isaiah 60: 1-6
Matthew 2: 1-12
Theme: Epiphany recognizes the revelation of
Jesus Christ to the entire world as

represented by the coming of the Magi

to worship the Christ child.

January 10, 20100 Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Texts: Isaiah 43: 1-7
Luke 3: 15-7, 21-22
Theme: Remembering our Baptism and our
call to responsibility in the vows we
took.

January 17, 20108 2" Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Martin Luther King Sunday)
Texts: Nehemiah 2: 1-8
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
Theme: Dreams and Visions

January 24, 20108 3" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Texts: Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Luke 4: 14-21
Theme: The power of the Holy Spirit

January 31, 20108 4™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Texts: Jeremiah 1: 4-10
Luke 4: 21-30
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